Cerebral asymmetries in inspection time?
Recent studies have suggested that there are low-level processing asymmetries across the cerebral hemispheres, with a right visual field-left hemisphere advantage in tasks involving temporal resolution. In the present report, one such task, inspection time, was measured separately for each cerebral hemisphere in 10 right-handed male subjects over 5 days. A number of methodological improvements were made on previous studies in which a general right visual field-left hemisphere advantage had been found relative to the left visual field-right hemisphere in inspection time performance. The present results suggest that there is no general left hemisphere advantage in inspection time, although there might be asymmetries in practice effects across the hemispheres. The findings also suggest the existence of individual differences in the extent and direction of hemispheric specialisation for this task (ranging from left hemisphere dominance to marked right hemisphere dominance for some subjects) even in right-handed subjects.